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words and Ideas by Terence Mckenna

RAP | - The ArchaiC Revival

HIStory 1s ending. Because the domiNnator culture has led the human species INto a blind
dlley, and as the INnevitdple “Chaostropne” approaches, people 0ok for metaphors and
answers.

Every tme a culture gets INto trouble It Casts Itself back INtO the Ppast, IookINg for the Iast
saNne moment It ever knew. ANd the Iast sane moment we ever KNnew was on the plains of
Africa, 15,000 yedrs ago. Rocked INn the cradie of the gredt horned musnroom Goddess;
petfore nistory, before standing armies, before slavery and property, efore warfare and
pnonNetic alphabets and monotheism.

Before, before, before, and this IS where the future 1S taking Us, ibecause the secret faith of
the 20th century IS Not modernism, the secret faith of the 20th century IS Nostalgia for the
archaic, Nnostalgia for the paleolithic. And that qives us : body pilercing, dAstract,
expressionism, surrealism, |azz, rock’n roll and catastrophe theory. The 20th century mind
IS NOSTAIgIC for the paradise thAdt oNce existed oN the mushroom dotted plains of Africa.
Where the plant /| human symbiosis occured that pulled us out of the animal body and
INTO the 1oOol using, culture making, ImagiNation exploring creadture that we are.

ANnd why does this matter? It matters because It snows that the way out IS Iback. And
that the future IS a forward escape INTo the Past. This IS WAt the psychedelic experience
means, It's a doorway out of NiIstory and INto the wiring, under the oard IN eternity. And
| tell you this, because If the community understands what It 1s thdt NOIas It together, the
community will be better able 10 streamline Itself for flight INto hyperspace.

Because what we need 1S a New mytn. Wnat we need IS a hew true story that tells uUs
where we're going In the universe. And that true story Is : that the ego Is a product of
pathology and that when psilocybin 1S reqularly part of the human experience, the
2Qo Is supressed and the supression of the ego Meadns the defedt of the dominators, the
materialists, the product peaddiers.

Psychedelics return us to the Inner wortnh of the self, to the Importance of the
feelng of Immediate experieNnce. ANd Nobody can sell thdt to you and Nnobody can buy
It from you, SO the domiNnator culture IS Not INterested IN the felt presence of iImmediate
experience. BUut that's what holds the community together ANd as we bredk out of
the silly myths of sCience and the INnfantile olsessioNs of the marketplace, what we
discover through the psychedelic experience Is that : In the body, IN the body, there are
"Niagaras”® of pbeauty, alien pbeduty, dllen dimensions that are part of the self, the
richest part of life.

| think of goiNg 1o the grave without having a psychedelic experience like going to the
grave without ever having sex. It means that you Never figured out what it was all apbout



The mystery Is IN the body and the way the body works Itself INto nature. WNat the
Archaic Revival means IS shamanism, ecstasy, orgiastic sexuality and the defedt of the
three enemies of the people. AN the three enemies of the people are : hegemony,
monogamy and Mmonotony,

ANd It you get them on the run, you have the domiNnators sweadting, folks. Because that
means thadt you're qgetting It all reconnected, and gettng It dll reconnected means
putting aside the 1ded of separateness and self definitionNn through thing fetisn. Getting
I all connected means tapping INto the GaiaNn miNd aNd the GaianN miNd IS what we're
calling the psyuchedelic experience. It's an experience of the Iiving fact of the entelechy of
the planet, and wIthout that experience we wander IN a desert of ogus 1deologies. But
WIth that experience the compass of the self can pe set. ANd that’'s the Ideda that we're
figuring out how to reset the compass of the self. Through community, througn ecstatic
dance, through psychedelcs, sexuality. INntellgence, iNteligence, this 1S wnat we have 1o
Nave 10 Make the forward escape INto hyperspace.

RAP 2 - Allen Love & Speaking IN Tongues

Hello. SO that was IIke an INtroductioNn. NOw for some preaching to the choir on the subject
Oof : NOow come It IS tThat the further IN you go, the bigger It gets?

| rememier the very very first tme | smmoked DMT. It was sort of a benchmark, you mignt
say! ANd | rememiber that this friend of mine wno always got there first, visited me with
this little glass pipe and this stuff which looked like orange motnioalls. And sinCe | was d
graduate of Doctor Hoffman’'s, | figured there were No surprises, so the only question |
asked was : how IoNg does It 1ast? ANd he said apout five minutes. SO | did It.

ANd... There was something Iike a flower, IIke a chrysanthemum N orange and yellow that
Was sort of spiNNING., spiINNING; adNd then It was lIke | was pushed from benind and | fell
through the chrysanthemum iINto another place. That didNt seem like a state of miNg, It
seemed like another place. And what was going onN IN this place, aside from the tasfully
softened INdirect lIghting and the crawling geometric hallucinatioNns along the domed
walls; what was happening was that there were a 1ot of beiNgs IN there. A 1ot of what | call
self transtforming Machine elves, sort of like |ewel basketoalls all aribpling their way toward
me. ANd If they'd had faces they'd have been grinning but they didn’t have faces.

ANd they assured me that they loved me and they told me Not to be amazed, Not to give
way to astonisnment. And so | watched them, even though | wondered If maype | haan't
really done It this tme. ANd What they were doing was they were making objects coming
10 existence by siNgiNg them INto existence. Objects which looked like Faberge eggs from
Mars morphing themselves with Mandaean aiphabetical structures.

They looked like the concrescence oOf Iinquistic INtentioNnality put through a kKind of
hyper-dmensional transformed INto three dimensional space. ANnd these little machines
offered themselves 1o me and | redlized when | Iooked at them that If | could bring |ust



one of these little trinkets pack, NothiNg would ever be quite the same again.

ANd | wondered: where am 7 And what 1S going on? ANd It occured to me that these
MUSt e holograpnic virdl projections from an autoNoMous continuum that was somenow
INtersecting my own. ANd then | thougnt,  more elegant explaiNation would e 10 take It
at face value and redlize that | had proken INto an ecology of souls. And that somenow
I was getting a peep over the other side. Ssomenow | was finding out that thing that you
cheerfully assume you can’t find out. BUt It felt IIke | was finding out, and It felt... And then
| caN’'t remember wNat It felt lIike pecause the little self transforming tykes iNnterrupted me
aNnd said : doN’'t think apout It. DoN't thiNK about wWNOo we are, thiNK about doiNg what
we're doing, do It, do It NOw, Ao It!

ANd What they meant was : Use Your volce to make an object. And as | understood, | felt
a bubble KINd of grow INside of me. ANd | watched these little elf-tykes [umping IN and out
of my chest; they Ilike 1o do that to reassure you. And they said : do 1t And | felt language
rise Up 1IN Me that was unhooked from english and | began 1o speak like this...

(here Terence Mckenna Starts speaking IN another lanquage. Accoraing to his brother
Dennis, Terence Is probably speeking “Glossalala™, a language he ‘aiscovered” while IN a deep
psilocybin trance)

..Or words to that effect. And | wondered then whnat It all meant and why It felt SO good,
If It AdiIdNt mean anything. ANd | thought about It a few yeadrs actuadlly. And | decided, you
KNOow, that meaning and laNnguage are two different things, and that what the adlien voice
IN the psychedelic experience wants 1o reveadl Is the syntactical nature of reality. That the
real secret of magic 1S thadt the world IS made of words and that It you KNow the words
that the world IS made of you can make of It what ever you wisn...

(Qgain Terence MckenNa speaks IN “Glossalalia™)

ANd one of the thiNgs that | learned aobout DMT was that if you've ever had it, even
|USt oNce, then you can have a dream. AnNd 1N this dream, somebody will pull out a Iittle
glass pipe and then, It will happen. It will Nappen |ust like the redl thing. Because there’'s
putton somewhere INside edch and everyone of us that gives you a ook INto the other
side. ANd that's the button that resets the compass that tells Yyou where you want to sail.

GOOd IucCK!

RAP 3 - Timewave Zero

Hello. Alrgnt. Have you ever Nnoticed how there’s tNis quality to reality which comes and
goes and KiNd of ebbs and flows. ANd Nobody ever mentions It or NAs a Name for It
except some people call It a bad halr day or some people say : things are really weird
recently. And | think we never Notice It and we Never talk apout It because we're
Imbedded IN a culture that expects us to believe that all times are the same. And that



your ANk account doesn’t fluctudte, except according to the vicissitudes of your own
existence.

IN other words : every moment IS expected 10 be the same and yet this 1sN't what we
experience. ANd so wNat | Noticed was : thAt ruNniNg throughn reality I1s the e and flow
Oof Novelty and some days, and some years, and some centuries are very novel indeed;
aNnd some aiN‘t. ANd they come and go onN all scales, differently, INnterweaving, resonantiy.
ANd this IS whadt time seems 10 be. ANd sCleNnce has overlooked tNis, this Most salieNnt of
faACts apout nature : that Nature IS a Novelty conserving engine. ANd that from the very
first moments of thAdt MOost Improlable bIg baNg, Novelty Nas been conserved because IN
the very beginning, there was only an ocean of energy pouring INto the universe. There
were NO planets, NO stars, NO Molecules, NO atoms, NO Magnetic fields. There was only an
oceadn oOf free electrons.

ANd then, time passed aNd the universe cooled, aNnd Novel structures crystallized out of
disorder. First : atoms, atoms of hydrogen and hellum, aggregating INto stars. And that
the center of those stars, the temperature and the pressure created sometning whnich
Nad Nnever peen seen Pefore which was fusioNn. ANd fusioNn CoOokKiNg IN the hearts of stars
prougnt forth more novelty : heavy elements, 1oN, carbon, fore-valent carbon. ANd as
time passed, there were Not only then elemental systems put because of the presence of
carbon and the lower temperatures IN the universe : molecular structures. And out of
molecules come simple sJubsets of organisms, the genetic machinery for transcripting
INformation; aggregating INto membranes, always pinding novelty, always condensing
ume, always bullding and conserving upon complexity and always faster and faster and
faster.

ANd then we come 1o ourselves. And where do we fit In to all of this. Five millons years ago,
we were an animal of some sort. Where will we be five milllons years from tonignt? Wnat
we represent Is NOL A sidesnow, or an epiphenomenon, or an anclllary sometniNg or other
on the edge of howhere. WNat we represent Is the Nexus of concrescent Novelty that has
been moviNg Itself togetner, compleXifying Itself, folding Itself 1N / upon Itself for pillons and
pilloNs of years. There 1S, so far as we kNnow, Notning more advanced than what 1s sitting
pbenind your eyes. The human neocortex I1s the most densely ramiflied and complexified
structure IN the KNown universe. We are the cutting edge of organismic transformation
of matter IN this cosmos. ANd this has been goiNng on for a while, siNnce the discovery of
fire, since the discovery of language. But Now, and by Now | mean for the last 10000
years, we've been INto something New. Not genetic INformation, Not genetic mutation, Not
Natural selection but epigenetic activity, writing, theadtre, poetry, dance, art, tattooing,
pbody plercing and philosopny. ANd these thiNgs have dccelerated the INngression INto
Novelty so that we have become an Ided excreting force IN Nature : that bullds temples,
pullds cities, bullds machines, social engines; PlaNs and spreads over the eartn, INto space.

INtO the mICro physical domain, INto the mMICro physical domain, we, who five millioNs
years ago were animails, can KiNndle IN our deserts and If necessary upon the cities of our
enemies the very energy which lights the stars at nignt. Now something peculiar 1S
goINg oN here. sometniNg IS calling us out of nature and sculpting us IN Its ownN image. And



the confrontation with this sometning IS NOwW NOtT SO far away. This IS wNat the iImpending
apparent end of everytning actually means. It means that the “denoma” (here, Terence
Mckenna probably uses the french word : "denouement” which means : “outcome”) of
NUMAN NIStory 1S about 1O OCCUr and IS about 10 be revedied as a universal process of
conNcrescing aNd expressing Novelty that 1S NOwW goiNng 1o become so INtensifled that It IS
goiNg to flow over INtO another dimension.

You can feel It. You can feel It IN your own dreams, You can feel It IN your own trips. You
can feel that we're approaching the cusp of a catastrophe and that beyond that cusp
we are unrecognizable to ourselves. The wave of novelty that has rolled unbroken since
the birth of the universe has Now focused and codlesced Itself IN our species. ANd If It
seems unlikely to you that the world Is about 1o transform Itself, then think of It this way :
thiNnk of a pond, and thiNk of how, If the surface of the pond begins to boll; that's the
signal that some enormous protean form Is apbout 1o bredk the surface of the pond and
reveals Itself. Human history 1s the bolling of the pond surface of ordinary biology. We are
flesn which has been caugnht IN the grip of some KINd of an attractor that lies anead of us
IN time and that Is sculpting Us to Its ends; speaking to uUs through psychedelics, througn
vIsions, through culture and technology.

consciousness, the laNnguage forming Capacity IN our species IS propeling Itself forward
as thoughn It we’re going to shed the monkey body and ledp INTO some extra surredl
space that surrounds us put thadt we cannot currently see. Even the people wNo run the
planet : the world bank, the IMF - you name It - they KNnow that the history I1s ending, they
KNOW, by the reports WNICh Cross thelr desk ... -The disappeadrance of the ozone Nole, the
toxification of the ocedn, the clearing of the rain forest - What this means IS : that
the womp Of the planet NAs reach It fiNite Imits and that the human species NAas NOoW,
WIthout Ccholice, bequn the descent down the birth canal of collective transformation
toward sometning rignt around the corner and Nnearly, completely unimaginaple.

ANd IS 1S wWhere the psychedellc shaman comes 1N because | beleive that what we
really contact througn psychedelics 1S a KINd of hyperspace. ANd from that hyperspace
we ook down on both the past and the future, and we anticipate the end. And a
shaman Is someone wWho Nhas seen the end and therefore Is a trickster because you don‘t
worry if you've seen the end. If you KNow Now It comes out, You go back and you take
your place In the play and you let 1t all roll on without anxiety. This IS what boundary
dissolution means, It Mmeans Nothing Iess than the anticipation of the end state of
nUMAN Nistory : a return to the archaic mode, d rediscovery of the orgiastic freedom of the
African grassianads of 20,000 yeadrs ago, a techno escape forwarad INto a future that I0oks
more like the past than the future. Because materialism, consumerism, product fetisnism,
all of these tNiNgs will be elmindted and technology will become hanotechnology and
disappear from our pNysical presence.

If. If we have the dream, If we dllow the wave of novelty 10 propel us toward the credtivity
that IS INMICAl to the human conaition. This IS WNat we're 1alking alout here : psychedelics
as A catalyst to the human iImagiNnation, psychedelics as a catalyst for language because
WNAt cCaNNot e said caNnNot e Ccredted by the community. SO what we need then 1S
the forced evolution of laNnguage and the way to do that IS to go back 1O the agents



that credted lIanguage IN the very first place. And thdt means the psychedelic plants, the
gaian 1ogos, aNnd the mysterious beckoning extraterrestrial miNnds beyond; NhookiNg
ourselves back up INto the chakras of the hierarchy of Nnature; turning ourselves over
10 the miNnd Of the totally other that credted us and prought us forth out of animal
organization. We are somenow part of the planetary destiny : Now well we do determines
how well the experiment of life on eadrth does. Because we have become the cutting edge
Of that experiment.

We define It aNnd we Nold 1IN our hands the power 10 Mmake or 10 breadk It. TNis IS NOt A
aressed reheadrsal for the apocalypse. This IS NOt a pseudo-millenium. TS Is the readl thing
folks, this 1S NOL a test. TNis IS the Iast chance before things become SO dissipdted that
there 1S NO chanNce for conesiveness. We can use the calendar as a Clul, we can make the
milenium AN  occasioN for estaplisning anNn  adthentic human  CIvIisation,  overcoming
the dominator paradigm, dissoliving pboundaries througn psychedelics, recredting ad
sexualty Not pased on monotheism, monogamy and monotony. All these things are
possible If we can understand the overarcning metaphnor which holds It all together, which
IS the celepration of mMINA as play, the celepration of Iove as ad genuine social value 1IN the
community. This 1S what they have suppressed so loNng, This 1s wny they are so afraid
of the psychedelics because they understand thadt once you've touched the inner
core of your own and someone else’s peing, you can't pe led INto thing fetishism and
consumerism. The message of psychedelics 1S That culture can be re-engineered as a set
Of emotioNnal values rather than products. This IS terrifying news. ANd if we are able 10
make tNis poiNt, then we can pull BACK, we can pull back and we can transcend.

NINe times IN the 1ast milloN years the Ice has ground soutn from the poles, pushing
human populdtion anhead of It. And those people didNt fuck up! WNy snould we then?
We are all survivors. We are the Inheritors of a millon years of striving for the unspeakaole
and Now WwWIth the engines of technNology IN our hands we ought 10 be able 1O reach out
aNnd actuadlly exteriorize the human soul at the end of tme. INvoked It INTO eXisteNnce like A
UFO, and open the violet doorway INto hyperspace and walk througn It, out of profane
history and INto the world beyond the grave, beyond shamanism, obeyond the end of
NIstory; INto the galactic millenium that Nas pbeckoned to us for milloNns of years across
space and time. TNis IS the moment. A planet brings forth an opportunity like this oniy
once IN IS Ifetime. ANd we are ready, and we are polised. And as a community we are
ready to move INto It, 1o claim It, t© Mmake It our own. It's there, go for It. ANd thaNk you.
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